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Hujan dan ribut
petir di Selangor
hingga Ahad ini

SHAH ALAM - Hujan
dan ribut petir
berterusan dijangka
melanda beberapa kawa-
san di Selangor sehingga
13 Oktober (Ahad) ini.

Berdasarkan
kenyataan di laman
sesawang Jabatan
Metereologi Malaysia,
antara kawasan yang
dilaporkan terlibat
adalah Gombalk,
Petaling, Hulu Langat
dan Kuala Langat.

Manakala kawasan
lain melibatkan Sabak
Bernam, Klang, Hulu
Selangor dan Kuala
Selangor.

Kebanyakan daerah
terbabit diramal akan
mengalami hujan pada
sebelah petang
manakala pada sebelah
pagi pula diramal cuaca
panas.
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27 kawasan pulih

SHAH ALAM - Seba-
nyak 27 daripada 33
kawasan yang terjejas
berikutan masalah be-
kalan air berbau me-
nunjukkan pemulihan
sehingga jam 6 petang
kelmarin.

Ketua Jabatan Per-
hubungan Pelanggan
dan Komunikasi Pengu-
rusan Air Selangor Sdn
Bhd (Air Selangor), Ab-
dul Raof Ahmad berka-
ta, sebanyak 37 aduan
baru diterima sehingga
jam 6 petang kelmarin
dan pihaknya terus me-
meriksa kolam perkhid-
matan dan mencuci
sistem perpaipan di
kawasan tadahan.

“Sehingga kini kami

sudah membuat peme-
riksaan dan pencucian
ke atas 160 kolam-
kolam perkhidmatan.

“Aktiviti pemerik-
saan dan pencucian
kolam serta sistem agi-
han itu masih diterus-
kan bagi memastikan
semua kawasan terke-
san dengan kes berke-
naan pulih sepenuh-
nya,” katanya.

Enam kawasan yang
masih terjejas adalah di
Puchong Prima, Peta-
ling; Seri Kembangan,
Petaling; Saujana Pu-
chong, Petaling;
Seksyen 3, Bangi, Hulu
Langat; Salak Tinggi,
Sepang dan Saujana
Putra, Kuala Langat.

Bekalan air berbau

Penduduk
dakwa masalah
tersebut

mengganggu
aktiviti harian

ASYRAF MUHAMMAD

Saujana Ut

Fuad berkata, bau
berkenaan agak kurang
menyenangkan malah
pihaknya juga merasa ragu-
ragu dengan kebersihan air

1

ma, kawasan Cyberjayadan
Putrajaya turut dilaporkan

berdepan masalah sama.
“Isu pencemaran air
il

ahkan kegus;
ikutan bekalan

P
kawasan terlit

Laporan Sinar Harian 5 Oktober 2019.
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32 pasukan

Rebut juara Piala Duli Yang Teramat Mulia Raja Muda Selangor

ROSHLAWATY RAIEH

HAH ALAM - Hanya dua pasukan
terbaik yang akan mara ke
perlawanan akhir bagi merebut
gelaran juara Piala Duli Yang
Teramat Mulia Raja Muda Selangor, 14
November depan.
Demikian kata Pengerusi
Jawatankuasa Induk Kejohanan Bola

Selangor turut menaja RM 150,000 bagi
kejohanan Piala Dato’ Mokhtar Dahari
bawah 18 sebelum ini,” katanya.

Tambahnya, penaja turut
menyumbangkan wang tunai sebanyak
RM200 untuk setiap sekolah yang
menyertai kejohanan tersebut.

“Dengan duit tersebut, dapatlah
digunakan untuk kemudahan
pengangkutan,” katanya.

Bagi pasukan yang layak ke peringkat
suku akhir pula, mereka akan diberikan
satu set jersi secara percuma yang
bernilai RM1,000.

“Selepas berakhirnya perlawanan ini,
saya berharap pemain bawah 12 tahun
ini terus bermain bola sepak apabila

berada di sekolah

Sepak Piala Raja Muda Selangor, Datuk menengah.
Empran Kadir. ' . “Bila berada di
Beliau berkata, perlawanan pastinya peringkat

menjadi sengit kerana pasukan yang
layak ke peringkat akhir adalah yang

i

kejohanan tersebut, tahun lepas.

terbaik dan memiliki
kekuatan, kualiti
serta pengalaman

Penolong Kanan Kokurikulum SK Seri Selangor, Zakaria Rani (kanan) menyerahkan kembali piala
pusingan Duli Yang Teramat Mulia Raja Muda Selangor kepada Emran. SK Seri Selangor menjuarai

Naib juara bakal menerima RM3,000,
tempat ketiga RM2,000 dan tempat
keempat RM1,000.

menengah, sertai
lagi kejohanan
) bawah 15 tahun dan
\ 18 tahun. Saya
yakin, jika pemain
meneruskan bakat
. mereka, mereka
404 mampu pergi
TUAN AHMAD NORMI  dengan lebih jauh
lagi,” katanya.

yang hebat. Empat anugerah khas akan diberikan Bagi Ahli Jawatankuasa Induk
“Bermainiah kepada pemain yang layak mengikut Kejohanan, Tuan Ahmad Normi Tuan Mat
bersungguh- kategqri iaitu anugerah Pemain Terbaik, pula, arena bola sepak punya masa
Sekolah yang berjaya ke final: | sungguhdan Penjaring Terbanyak, Penjaga Gol depan yang cerah.
semoga anda Terbaik dan Kumpulan Sorak Terbaik. “Jika anda bermain bersungguh-
PPD Petaling Perdana peroleh kejayaan, Penaja utama kejohanan ini iaitu sungguh, anda pasti mencapai kejayaan
1. SK Taman Desaminium katanya. Kumpulan Perangsang Selangor telah yang luar biasa kelak. Percayalah,”
2. SK Bandar Anggerik Beliau berkata ; menaja sebanyak RM 100,000 dan pada katanya yang juga Penyelia Sukan PPD
3. SK Seksyen 24 demikian ketika EMRAN masa yang sama Kumpulan Perangsang Petaling Perdana.
4. SK Subang Bestari 2 ditemubualGPS
5. SK Puchong Perdana Bestari sejurus berakhirnya Mesyuarat
6. SK Seri Selangor Pengurus Pasukan Kejohanan Bola
7. SK Dato’ Onn Jaafar Sepak Piala Duli Yang Teramat Mulia Raja
8. SK Seksyen 20 Muda Selangor di Kumpulan Media
9. SK Seksyen 1 Bandar Kinrara Karangkraf, 1 Oktober lalu.
10. SK Puchong Utama 2 Mesyuarat turut dihadiri Timbalan
11. SK Seksyen 27 (2) Pengerusi Karangkraf, Datuk Muhammad
12. SK Bukit Jelutong Nasir Hamzah, seramai 32 pengurus
13. SK Seksyen 9 pasukan yang terdiri kalangan guru dan
14. SK Putra Height 2 beberapa jawatankuasa pengelola
15. SK Seafield kejohanan.
16. SK Kg Lindungan Sebanyak 32 pasukan bawah 12
17. SK Hicom tahun bakal berentap bagi merebut
18. SRAI DMYS gelaran juara Piala Duli Yang Teramat
19. SK Setia Alam Mulia Raja Muda Selangor.
20. SK Seksyen 17 Dimulakan dengan perlawanan
4 merebut Piala Sumbangsih pada 19
PPD Petaling Utama Oktober ini kemudian diikuti dengan
1. SK Sri Kelar% perlawanan akhir 14 November depan di
2. SK Lembah Subang Padang SUK, disini. ) i
3. SK Taman Medan Kejohanan Bola Sepak Piala Duli Yang
4. SK B Sri Damansara 1 Teramat Mulia Raja Muda Selangor
5. SK Kg Tunku dianjurkan Jawatankuasa Induk
6. SK La Salle Kejohanan Piala Duli Yang Teramat Mulia
7.SK Damansara Damai 1 Raja Muda Selangor dengan kerjasama
8. SK Sri Petaling Jabatan Pendidikan Negeri Selangor.
9. SK Seksyen 7 Kota Damansara Emran berkata, pasukan yang
10. SK Seksyen 11 Kota Damansara menjuarai kejohanan itu bakal membawa
11. SK Kelana Jaya 1 pulang RM4,000 berserta piala pusingan,

piala iringan dan medal.

Emran (depan, lima dari kanan) barisan yang hadir ketika Mesyuarat

Pengurus Pasukan Kejohanan Bola Sepak Piala Duli Yang Teramat Mulia Raja Muda Selangor di
Kumpulan Media Karangkraf.
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Cup of joy for loyal
Selangor supporter

Retiree among lucky draw winners in annual football clash

THE Sultan of Selangor’s Cup (TSSC) may
have ended over a month ago with the
Selangor Selection clinching two out of three
titles against Singapore, but retiree Ishak
Ahmad had another reason to celebrate.

The 58-year-old from Dengkil who watched
the matches on Aug 24 recejved the grand
lucky draw prize - a Harley-Davidson 883
Iron motorcycle sponsored by Rasniaga Sdn
Bhd - from the organising committee,

Ishak, who bought his ticket with the serial
number 00708 through a friend, was elated
after the presentation ceremony at Uncle K’
SACC Mall in Shah Alam.

He said Aug 24 was his luckiest day as he
never imagined that he would win something
by attending the match.

“I had thrown the ticket stub on the ground
thinking that there are thousands of people in
the stadium.

“But as the announcement over the PA sys-
tem continued, | picked up my ticket. Then
when the final digit was read, 1 looked at my
friend and asked him if I was seeing the num-
bers right,” he said.

“I have been a fan since 1986 and each time
Selangor plays, I will try to watch,” said Ishak,
adding that he had never missed an edition of Abd Karim (centre)
TsSC. with lucky draw

“This is my first high-powered motorcycle winners Ishak (on

and the winning number will also be regis- motorcycle), Siti
tered as the number plate,” Aishah (second

The two other lucky draw prizes winners from right) and
Siti Aishah Mohd and Muhd Shafig lzzat Muhd Shafig
Omar also received their prizes of a 3D/2N {second from left)
stay at Marriott Kota Kinabalu sponsored by along with TSSC
Everspring Land Sdn Bhd. g . sponsors.

Mubhd Shafig, a Shah Alam Stadium ‘} ;

d the sc d on the

Ly 0

night of the matches for the past two editions,
said he was happy to have been chosen as
one of the winners,

Siti Aishah, who was given the
ticket by her sister, said it coincided with
fourth wedding anniversary.

TSSC organising chairman Tan Sri Abd

Karim Munisar presented the prizes to the
winners during the prize-giving ceremony.
“We are happy to have brought this year's
TSSC to a close with the presentation of the
prizes to the lucky draw winners,
“For the second year in a row, the Honda
City that was part of the other grand lucky

draw prizes had no claimant and the date to
claim is also over now.

“The fact that the prizes went to those who
only bought one ticket or were given their
ticket instead of the many others who bought
more than one ticket hoping to win the lucky
draw, shows that luck was the main factor.”

Abd Karim said next year’s edition would
be announced after the Sultan of Selangor
Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah makes a dec-
sion.

“It is still too early to talk about next year,
we will wait for the Sultan to decide on a date
before we start with any plans.” ’

—
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Building ciEles for people

Making urban spaces liveable takes more thought than it has been given. The good news is local
authorities in the Klang Valley are taking steps towards that end, but anyone with concerted effort
can make improvements to their surroundings where they live or work. >2&3

iiﬂ}iﬂf-

Transformative step: A little placemaking effort can transform the concrete-jungle-and-exhaust-fume-choked Medan Pasar into a green respite complete with a mini fountain.
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Aocurdmgtoomm'theml
owned architects this genera-
mlmmmnnmhm
goenhnnd-in-lundudﬂuhi;h

mﬂgoodlmeplumwiﬂ\pub-
transport rather than an envi-

| ronment that revalves around the

automobile.

For more than 40 years, Gehl has
helped to transform urban envi-
ronments all over the world

The addition of a seemingly si
Kuala Lumpur.
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George Town's restored Fountain Garden is now a prime attraction, proving that old can be gold.

Making placemaking
commonplace

UN-Habitat and local NGO aim to help public
urban spaces thrive and stay sustainable

Sustainable goals
The UNS

ment.

The adoption of the new Urban
mwmwmwsum
national and local governments to
mmdrjuumegﬁo&?epmh
towards making a reality.

However, it is no walk in the

imple contraption such
lend a simple and understated appeal to a place

£

will agree there s a Urban Forum in Kuala Lumpur last
mwmmmlnahlem >
Eartier this year,
Atmrdlngm Malaysia (Centre of Excellence for
mpadrymenmmls Sustainahle Cities and
an outfit under
e

Int.hisrrsmi. dqle;d

Mnmmmyiwhdudeans,whedmumﬁhﬁumor

es, as part of its appeal, such as this Butoh dance by the Nyoba Kan
group at Masjid Jamek LRT station in Kuala Lumpur as part of Arts on the
Move, a joint initiative between Think City and Prasarana Malaysia.
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with the intention of creating public
spaces that promote people's health,
happiness and well-being."

Naturally, placemaking has been
practised in many locations over
the decades even though people
may not consciously or overtly label
it as such.

There are many instances of
placemaking implemented in vari-
ous spots in Malaysian cities.

Prime among them are Penang's
Armenian Park that used to be
overrun by trinket sellers causing
many locals to shun the place, Pulau
Tikus and George Town's Fountain
Garden where restoration has been
carried out with considerati

A dreary back lane of Kuala Lumpur being changed for the better by
volunteers with just cans of paint.

than a niche or technical term.

At this event, experts will guide
participants to relook at waterfronts
and historical streets — both of
which will be relevant for Penang,
Kuala Lumpur and Melaka - and
healthy communities.

“Urban waterfronts are central to
the life of a community. When inte-
grated into the existing urban fab-
ric, they can be tarned into thriving
public spaces that are accessible
and full of activity throughout the
day and year,” said Hamdan.

“Historical streets face immense
pressure from modern develop-
ment. But historical streets are

as their h caled

the Enummmenml and historlw.'l
context.

In Kuala Lumpur, people were
happy to find a pop-up garden set
up at Medan Pasar, created for the
World Urban Forum last year.

Dreary back lanes can be easily
brightened up — all that is needed
are enthusiastic volunteers with

tins of paint.
There has been a push by organi-
sations such as Ihmr(l:m,rnn

UN-Habitat to make placemaking
mainstream, or at least enter into
popular conversation.

In this regard, both organisations
will be jointly presenting
Placemaker Week Asean from
Nov 4 to 8 with activities in Kuala
Lumpur, Penang and Klang.

It is South-East Asia’s inaugural
placemaking event, which will also
be the occasion to launch the
first-ever Placemaker Awards for
the Asean region.

JThink City managing director
Hamdan Abdul Majeed said the
programme was initiated to help
cities in South-East Asia benefit
from a collaborative approach to
usher in an era where placemaking
would be a common word, rather

qualities offer lasting appeal.

Properly taken care of, historical
streets can create a strong sense of
glﬁacls belonging and community

es attracting people who bring
vibrancy and economic activity to
the neighbourhood.

“Place is crucial for pre-
serving these vital historical public
P Finally, the best publi

y  the c spaces
enahle :uz,d encourage healthy life-

styles and, in turn, produce healthy

communities.
c markets that provide
fresh fnod.lmd“ [I-d 4 bicy-

Color
Circulation
Readership
ArticleSize
AdValue
PR Value

matic contexts.

Hans Karssenberg, partner at
Netherlands-based Stipo which is
one of the key global placemaking
institutes, said placemaking was not
a]f:ld dominated by a single disci-

£
“As it is multidisciplinary in
roach, basically anyone can be a
placemaker.

“It is about getting in touch with
the human in yourself.

“Whatever you like in your home,
bring that feeling outside and be in
touch with other people in the com-
munity, then carry out placemaking
together.

“One does not need be an archi-
tect to be a placemaker,” he high-
lighted.

Building pocket parks

Klang Municipal Council (MPK),
in taking steps towards becoming a
low carbon dty by 2027, is p].a.nnh‘lg
pocket parks for odd corners of
Klang town.

It is starting with two t
parks in Port Klang to be located at
the junction of Persiaran Raja
Muda Musa and Jalan Kem, across
from one anbther. There will be
stone benches and wall murals.

MPK president Datuk Mohamad
Yasid Bidin said this would be the
first time that the local council was

cle lanes are just two examples of
hm\rsuhl.b: spaces can have pro-
found impact ol a community's
well-being,” he added.

Placemaker Week Asean is envis-
aged to hearegiunalgathu‘h‘t;uf
inter 1 and local plac
experts, activists and cﬂy makers,

‘What is notable is that discus-
sions will take into consideration
South-East Asia’s tropical climate.

With ample site visits to down-
town Kuala Lumpur, Klang and
o g iy
ence hands-on, e
tailored to the Ic;’cr:l cultural and cli-

\g a pocket park.

“We have identified the next few
locations but first let us see if this
one is a success,” he said after
planting one of eight tree saplings
to launch the park.
mi'sklang isa virix:lll:uig town and

t ative
mﬂfom small]::rﬁ a little goes a long
way.

“To fill the whole town with
pocket park takes time and effort
but [ am sure we will get there, one
step at a time,” he added.

: Du,rmg'f ﬂvthe event, about 500 sap-
of five t es were
L e
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Selangor Economic Planning Unit
allocated RM7,000 for this pro-

Imme.

Yasid hopes the public will sup-

rt MPK's beautification initiative
E‘; helping to keep the area clean
and doing the same in their own
neighbourhoods.

“This park can be a nice spot to
hang out with friends and family. I
hope it is well utilised in the right
way,” he said.

He warned youths against carry-
ing out unhealthy activities there.

The pocket park is ane of the
ways MPK aims to raise public

Kampung Kerinchi residents joined hands with other placemakers to create Kebun-Kebun Kerinchi in March, out of a strip of land along Sungai Klang, and positively
transformed the landscape (right).

Yasid (right) and
Leong (holding
shovel) planting
a tree at the
pocket park in
Port Klang. Also
present was
Port Klang
Authority chair-
man Ean Yong
Hian Wah (sec-
ond from left).

awareness of the importance of
caring for the environment and
creating more green spaces.

Also present at the event was
Pandamaran assemblyman Tony
Leong, who initiated the pocket
park together with MPK.

He hopes that by beautifying the
landscape of Port Klang, more peo-
ple will move back there and
return the area to what it once was.

“Every one of us has an impor-
tant role to play in preserving the
environment and we all have to do
our part to maintain public facili-
ties like this pocket park,” he said
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MBSA ANNOUNCEMENTS
@ Shah Alam City Council's (MBSA) -
mobile unit, Shah Alam On Wheels,
will be parked at Aeon Mall Shah
Alam on Saturday, from 11am to
5pm. The public can pay assessment
tax and parking compounds, lodge
® MBSA is organising the Shah Alam
Orchid Exhibition 2019 and a flower
market from Oct 17 to 20 at Laman
Budaya, Taman Tasik Shah Alam. -
There will also be an orchid stamp
exhibition, drawing and colouring
contests for children, and flower
arrangement as well as batik canting
demonstrations. :

@ MBSA has a line-up of activities in
conjunction with its 19th anniversary
celebration this month. Upcoming
events this week include Section U5
Recycling Centre Open Day today
and souvenirs presentation to babies
born in Shah Alam Hospital and
Avisena Women's and Children's
Specialist Hospital on Oct 10.
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INDIAN entrepreneurs in

Selangor will now be coached to

succeed thanks to a development

programme.

The programme, Selangor
Inthiyar Thozhil Arvalar Maiyam
(Sitham), is a state government
initiative,

“This is a programme to teach
Indian entrepreneurs how to
grow and take their business
further.

“Sitham provides a platform for
Indian entrepreneurs to get the
help they need for their business,”
said Selangor entrepreneur, rural,
village and traditional village
development committee chairman
Rodziah Ismail during briefing
sessions at the Klang Municipal
Council's Dewan Hamzah on the
programme which included topics
like licensing.

The programme is open to
Indians aged 18 to 53 years who
have resided in Selangor for at
least 10 years.

“The response is really over-
whelming and it shows the urgent
need for this programme,” said
Rodziah.

Out of 300 participants who
attended the session, about 100
will be selected to be part of the
four-month Sitham coaching and
development programme.

The state government has allo-
cated RM1mil towards this pro-
gramme with the funds shared
among all 12 local councils in
Selangor.

“In every local council, 100 par-
ticipants will be selected so there
will be a total of 1,200 partici-
pants,” said Rodziah, adding that
they are grouped in different cate-
gories such as existing entrepre-
neurs, start-ups, people who need
coaching as well as those seeking

T for their busi

Entrepreneurs will also be
taught how to take their business
online.

Meanwhile, about 100 aspiring
entrepreneurs attended the
Sitham programme briefing ses-
sion at the Subang Jaya Muncipal
Council’s Laman Puteri 3 hall in
Bandar Puteri Puchong.

Sitham chief coordinator Thiban
Subbramaniam said the pro-

Full Color
175,986
527,958
624 cm?2
RM 31,404
RM 94,212

towards business success

s g Vel oan ¢

4 ¢ Uael o V2 N
Rodziah (centre), Klang Municipal Council president Datuk Mohd Yasid Bidin
Sitham briefing programme in Klang.

gramme includes grants, business
guidance, courses and entrepre-
neurship training.

He said that 2014 statistics
showed that 38.71% of the B40
group are Indians.

“Bumiputra and Indians are the
target groups who will be given
special priority by the Selangor
government to get them out of
poverty,” he said.

MPS] president Noraini Roslan
said entrepreneurs can utilise
facilities provided by the council,
as long as they adhere to the con-
ditions set.

Those interested can contact the
council’s licensing department, she
said.

Aside from MPS], briefing ses-
sions for the programme was also
held at other councils including
Ampang Jaya and Shah Alam.

Ml

Thiban says the programme gives
priority to Indians as part of efforts
to get them out of paverty.

f = ""-—-a.-_'_v-".- “-"

Some 100 entrepreneurs to gain from Selangor coaching

-5

programme

(on her right) and Sentosa assemblyman G.Gunaraj (on her left) at the -

Around 100 people attended the Sitham. briefing programme in Bandar

Puteri Puchong organised by MPS),
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MBSA ANNOUNCEMENTS

@ Shah Alam City Council’s (MBSA)
mobile unit, Shah Alam On Wheels,
will be parked at Aeon Mall Shah
Alam on Saturday, from 11am to
5pm. The public can pay assessment
tax and parking compounds, lodge
complaints and buy parking coupons.
@® MBSA is organising the Shah Alam
Orchid Exhibition 2019 and a flower
market from Oct 17 to 20 at Laman
Budaya, Taman Tasik Shah Alam.
There will also be an orchid stamp
exhibition, drawing and colouring
contests for children, and flower
arrangement as well as batik canting
demonstrations.

@ MBSA has a line-up of activities in
conjunction with its 19th anniversary
celebration this month. Upcoming
events this week include Section U5
Recycling Centre Open Day today
and souvenirs presentation to babies
born in Shah Alam Hospital and
Avisena Women'’s and Children’s
Specialist Hospital on Oct 10.

. FREE TALKS

@ University of Surrey theoretical
physics professor and public engage-
ment in science chairman Prof
Jameel Sadik Al-Khalil will speak on
‘How Quantum Mechanics Might
Answer Life's Biggest Questions’ at
Sunway University on Nov 21 at
5.30pm. Admission is free. To regis-
ter, visit http:/university.sunway.edu.
my/JCDSS ;

@ Two talks on muscle and eye
health will be held on Oct 19 at 2pm
at iGalen Auditorium, Level 12, P
Tower, Amcorp Trade Centre,
Petaling Jaya. Admission is free but
seats are limited. To register, call
1-300-88-1717 or visit www.
myhealthseminar.com

@ National Diabetes Institute will
hold a free talk titled ‘How Diabetes
Can Cause Eye Damage?’ on Oct 19
at 2.30pm at D’ Centers in Bandar

. Botanic, Klang. For details, call
03-3319 4100/200 or email
enquiry@dcentersdiabetes.com

CHARITY EVENT

Spastic Children’s Association of
Selangor and Federal Territory
(SCASFT) is organising its 26th annu-
al charity event called Walk-Jog-
Wheel-A-Thon 2019 with the disa-
bled on Nov 24 at Padang Merbok,
Kuala Lumpur, at 7am. There will be
a 4km run for all and a 2km walk
with people with disabilities.
Registration fee is RM60. For details,
call 03-7958 2393 (SCASFT). To reg-
ister, visit www.raceasia.com

CALLIGRAPHY EXHIBITION
Soka Gakkai Malaysia is holding an
exhibition titled ‘Pioneering—
Calligraphy Exhibition by first
generation Chinese artists’ at
Wisma Kebudayaan SGM until

Oct 20. Open to the public from
11am to 5pm daily, except Monday.
Admission is free. For details, call
03-2144 8686 (Christal Mak).

DENTAL CHECK-UP

KPJ KL Dental Specialist Centre is
offering free dental check-up until
Oct 31 at Level 3, KPJ Tawakkal
Health Centre, 202 A, Jalan Pahang,
Kuala Lumpur. For appointment,
call 03-4021 0852 or Whatsapp
011-6426 1299.

EYE SCREENING

The Eye Specialist is offering
screening of eye diseases in adults
and children until Dec 1 at its
premises at 100, Jalan Gasing,
Petaling Jaya. Screening is strictly
by appointment only. The centre is
open Mondays to Fridays from
8.30am to 5pm, and Saturdays from
8.30am to 2pm. For details, call
03-7932 0103/ 017-286 1915 or
email info@eye.com.my.

By MENG YEW CHOONG
and BRENDA CH'NG
metro@thestar.com.my

FIFTY-FIVE percent of the world’s
population live in cities and towns,
and this number is growing by the
day.

Recognising the unponance of
cities, the UN-Habitat (United
Nations Human Settlements
Programme) designates every
October (urbanoctober.unhabitat.
org) as a month to highlight the
importance of urban centres,
with the focus on urban sustaina-
bility.

Last year was deemed one of the
most successful ever Urban
October on record, with a total of
61 countries and 107 cities marking
World Habitat Day and its equally
important counterpart, World
Cities Day on Oct 31.

Established in 1978, UN-Habitat

| is the United Nations programme

that was the upshot of the First UN
Conference on Human Settlements
and Sustainable Urban Develop-
ment held in Vancouver, Canada,
in 1976.

According to UN-Habitat, urbani-
sation comes with pluses and
minuses. While it presents mani-
fold opportunities for economic
growth and development, it also
comes with demographic, environ-
mental, economic and social chal-
lenges.

According to one of the most
renowned architects this genera-
tion, Jahn Gehl, ‘urban sustainabili-
ty goes hand-in-hand with a high.
degree of “walkahlhty ” “cyclabili-
ty” and good integration with pub-
lic transport rather than an envi-
ronment that revolves around the
automobile.

For more than 40 years, Gehl has
helped to transform urban envi-
ronments all over the world
through his extensive research on
how people actually use — or
potentially use — the spaces where
they live and work.

One of the six books he
authored, Cities for People has been
translated into Malay and pub-
lished here by Universiti Malaya
which shows that creating liveable
cities is increasingly being taken
seriously by Malaysian town plan-
ners, administrators and the local
councils.

In this book, Gehl makes the
argument on why the creation or
recreation of cityscapes must be
done on a human scale so that cit-
ies can truly be human-centric,
rather than car-centric as is the
case in numerous countries includ-
ing Malaysia.
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George Town'’s restored Fountain Garden is now a prime attractlon proving that old can be gold

Making placemaking

commonplace

UN-Habitat and local NGO aim to help public
urban spaces thrive and stay sustainable

Sustainable goals

The UN’s Agenda for Sustainable
Development Goals 11 (SDG11) “to
make cities inclusive, safe, resilient
and sustainable” naturally places
sustainable urbanisation as one of
the key priorities when it comes to
setting global agendas for develop-
ment.

The adoption of the new Urban

. Agenda by the UN in 2016 led many

national and local governments to
start their journey on the path
towards making SDG11 a reality.
However, it is no walk in the
park, as the transformative process
can only proceed by engaging a
broad range of stakeholders, some
of whom have competing intérests
or perspectives, even if on the sur-

The addition of a seemingly simple contraption such as swings can
lend a simple and understated appeal to a place like Medan Pasar,
Kuala Lumpur.

face everyone will agree there is a
need to create more sustainable cit-
ies.

According to UN-Habitat, many
cities “lack the capacity to enact this
change.”

In this regard, ensuring cities
have the capacity, capability and
tools to address the challenges of
urbanisation is now recognised as
one of the most pressing global
challenge as it has so many reper-
cussions, especially in halting cli-
mate change.

Thankfully, many initiatives have
been put in place here to get
Malaysia up to speed in terms of
capacity building and knowledge
enhancement, or just simply to raise
awareness on the roles of cities in
helping the country achieve its
SGDs.

All over the world, many cities
are taking charge themselves in
terms of implementing measures to
curb climate change. One such
example is the state of California,
which is implementing some tough
measures to curb vehicle emissions.

In Malaysia, we can be right
proud of hosting the 9th World

Urban Forum in Kuala Lumpur last
year.
Earlier this year, Urbanice

" Malaysia (Centre of Excellence for

Sustainable Cities and Community
Wellbeing, an outfit under Housing
and Local Government Ministry)
held the Malaysia Urban Forum
2019, also in Kuala Lumpur.

The event also saw 11 local uni-
versities presenting their ideas and
urban solutions for Malaysian cities
100 years from now.

Turning dead space into
lived-in place

When it comes to reclaiming
space from motor vehicles, or just
making a piece of dead space — such
as Kuala Lumpur’s Medan Pasar in
recent times - alive, more urban
planners need to be up to speed
with this enterprise called “place—
making.”

The contemporary definition of
placemaking: “it is a multifaceted
approach to the planning, design
and management of public spaces
that capitalise on a local communi-

- ty’s assets, inspiration and potential,

Placemaking may also include arts, whether installations or performanc-
es, as. part of its appeal, such as this Butoh dance by the Nyoba Kan
group at Masjid Jamek LRT station in Kuala Lumpur as part of Arts on the
Move, a joint initiative between Think City and Prasarana Malaysia.
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A dreary back lane of Kuala Lumpur
volunteers with just cans of paint.

with the intention of creating public
spaces that promote people’s health,.
happiness and well-being.”

Naturally, placemaking has been
practised in many locations over
the decades even though people
may not consciously or overtly label
itassuch.

There are many instances of
placemaking implemented in vari-
ous spots in Malaysian cities.

Prime among them are Penang’s
Armenian Park that used to be
overrun by trinket sellers causing
many locals to shun the plaee, Pulau
Tikus and George Town’s Fountain
Garden where restoration has been
carried out with consideration for
the environmental and historical
context. S

In Kuala Lumpur, people were
happy to find a pop-up garden set
up at Medan Pasar, created for the
World Urban Forum last year.

Dreary back lanes can be easily
brightened up — all that is needed
are enthusiastic volunteers with
tins of paint.

There has been a push by organi-
sations such as Think City and
UN-Habitat to make placemaking
mainstream, or at least enter into
popular conversation.

In this regard, both organisations
will be jointly presenting
Placemaker Week Asean from
Nov 4 to 8 with activities in Kuala
Lumpur, Penang and Klang.

It is South-East Asia’s inaugural
placemaking event, which will also
be the occasion to launch the 7
first-ever Placemaker Awards for
the Asean region.

+Think City managing director
Hamdan Abdul Majeed said the
programme was initiated to help
cities in South-East Asia benefit
from a collaborative approach to
usher in an era where placemaking
would be a common word, rather

being changed for the better by

than a niche or technical term.

At this event, experts will guide
participants to relook at waterfronts
and historical streets — both of
which will be relevant for Penang,
Kuala Lumpur and Melaka — and
healthy communities.

“Urban waterfronts are central to
the life of a community. When inte-
grated into the existing urban fab-

-ric, they can be turned into thriving

public spaces that are accessible
and full of activity throughout the
day and year,” said Hamdan.
“Historical streets face immense
pressure from modern develop-
ment. But historical streets are
invaluable as their human-scaled
qualities offer lasting appeal.
Properly taken care of, historical
streets can create a strong sense of
place, belonging and community
besides attracting people who bring

. vibrancy and economic activity to

the neighbourhood.

“Placemaking is crucial for pre-
serving these vital historical public
spaces.

“Finally, the best public spaces
enable and encourage healthy life-

- styles and, in turn, produce healthy

communities.

“Public markets that provide
fresh food and well-designed bicy-
cle lanes are just two examples of
how public spaces can have pro-
found impact on a community’s
well-being,” he added.

Placemaker Week Asean is envis-
aged to be a regional gathering of
international and local placemaking
experts, activists and city makers.

What is notable is that discus-
sions will take into consideration
South-East Asia’s tropical climate.

With ample site visits to down-
town Kuala Lumpur, Klang and
Penang, participants will experi-
ence hands-on, practical learning
tailored to the local cultural and cli-

matic contexts.

Hans Karssenberg, partner at
Netherlands-based Stipo which is
one of the key global placemaking
institutes, said placemaking was not:
a field dominated by a single disci-
pline.

“As it is multidisciplinary in
approach, basically anyone can be a
placemaker.

“It is about getting in touch with
the human in yourself.

“Whatever you like in your home,
bring that feeling outside and be in
touch with other people in the com-
munity, then carry out placemaking
together.

“One does not need be an archi-
tect to be a placemaker,” he high-
lighted.

Building pocket parks

Klang Municipal Council (MPK),
in taking steps towards becoming a
low carbon city by 2027, is planning
pocket parks for odd corners of
Klang town.

It is starting with two pocket
parks in Port Klang to be located at
the junction of Persiaran Raja
Muda Musa and Jalan Kem, across
from one another. There will be
stone benches and wall murals.

MPK president Datuk Mohamad
Yasid Bidin said this would be the
first time that the local council was
building a pocket park.

“We have identified the next few
locations but first let us see if this
one is a success,” he said after
planting one of eight tree saplings
to launch the park. >

“Klang is a very big town and
this pocket park initiative may
seem small but a little goes a long
way. ,

“To fill the whole town with
pocket park takes time and effort
but I am sure we will get there, one
step at a time,” he added. -

During the event, about 500 sap-
lings of five plant species were
planted.
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Selangor Economic Planning Unit
allocated RM7,000 for this pro-
gramme.

Yasid hopes the public will sup-
port MPK’s beautification initiative
by helping to keep the area clean
and doing the same in their own
neighbourhoods. :

“This park can be a nice spot to
hang out with friends and family. I
hope it is well utilised in the right
way,” he said.

He warned youths against carry-
ing out unhealthy activities there.

The pocket park is one of the
ways MPK aims to raise public
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Kampung Kerinchi residents joined hands with other placemakers to create Kebun-Kebun Kerinchi in March, out of a strip of land along Sungai Klang, and positively
transformed the landscape (right).

Yasid (right) and
Leong (holding
shovel) planting
a tree at the
pocket park in
Port Klang. Also
present was
Port Klang
Authority chair-
man Ean Yong
Hian Wah (sec-
ond from left).

awareness of the importance of
caring for the environment and
creating more green spaces.

Also present at the event was
Pandamaran assemblyman Tony
Leong, who initiated the pocket
park together with MPK.

He hopes that by beautifying the
landscape of Port Klang, more peo-
ple will move back there and
return the area to what it once was.

“Every one of us has an impor-
tant role to play in preserving the
environment and we all have to do
our part to maintain public facili-
ties like this pocket park,” he said.

§ENTRAL SUITFS
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Organized by :

kenlink’

Kenlink Group Sdn Bhd namasee:

GO GREEN

PROPERTY FAIR
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